
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 21
We last were in our story at the end of Hezekiah’s reign.  Hezekiah oversaw tremendous reforms in Judah and inspired national 
revival.  He trusted the LORD.  He encouraged the kingdom and saw the LORD work powerfully against their enemies.  Hezekiah has 
died (though 15 years later than he first thought) and his son Manasseh takes the throne. 

Hanging over our story should be the prophetic word spoken to Hezekiah after the Babylonian officials visited Jerusalem:

2 Kings 20:16-18 - Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, "Hear the word of the LORD.  17 'Behold, the days are coming when all 
that is in your house, and all that your fathers have laid up in store to this day will be carried to Babylon; nothing 
shall be left,' says the LORD.  18 'Some of your sons who shall issue from you, whom you will beget, will be taken away; 
and they will become officials in the palace of the king of Babylon

So while Assyria is no longer a threat, and Babylon is yet to rise, the word of the LORD is unchanged.  And with this sober 
reminder, we meet Manasseh.

2 Kings 21:1-9 - Manasseh’s Terrible Reign

It is not a stretch to say that Manasseh was the worst king of Judah.  And he reigned the longest! Not only did he undo 
what his father Hezekiah had done, he went even farther in his evil.

- Rebuild “high places”
- Erected altars for Baal and Asherah, worshipped all the host of heaven
- Built altars and put them in the courts of Jerusalem’s Temple
- Made his sons “pass through the fire” (child sacrifice to Molech)
- Practiced witchcraft, divination, dealt with mediums and spiritist
- Set carved image of Asherah in the house of the LORD

“Manasseh seduced them to do evil more than the nations whom the LORD destroyed before the sons of Israel” (v. 9)

2 Kings 21:10-15 - The LORD’s response to Manasseh’s Evil

The LORD responds to this evil by speaking through his prophets.  The word of the LORD states that because of Judah’s evil 
and idolatry, they will be forsaken and destroyed.  The prophecy uses the language of Israel’s destruction in 
relationship to Judah now.

v. 13 - a line & plummet - this is the language of an architect or builder, surveying a project.  In this case, these 
items are not for construction but destruction.

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


v. 13 - as one wipes a dish - this will not be a difficult thing for the LORD.  The destruction of Judah and Jerusalem will 
be comparable to a person wiping a dish dry.

It is notable that this foretold judgment is the LORD’s doing as a result of Judah’s sin.  The LORD is the one bringing the 
judgment and wrath upon the nation which has forsaken Him completely.  This won’t be an accident or military defeat, it 
will be divine judgement.  And this judgment connects us to the earlier oracle from Isaiah to king Hezekiah regarding 
the future of Jerusalem.

However, the next verses give us the conclusion of Manasseh’s reign, and this judgment is still (surprisingly in my 
opinion) forthcoming.

2 Kings 21:16-18 - End of Manasseh’s Reign

The texts adds the information that Manasseh also shed “very much innocent blood until he had filled Jerusalem from one 
end to another…”  Jewish tradition tells us that the great prophet Isaiah was in hiding from Manasseh in a cedar tree. 
Upon hearing that Isaiah was in the tree, Manasseh ordered the tree cut down and so it was, with the great prophet 
sawed in half with the tree.

Whether or not this was the historical case, you can see it’s probability in the vicious reign of Manasseh.  Coming off 
the heels of Hezekiah’s God fearing reign, you can imagine many in the cities rebelling against Manasseh’s reversal to 
idols - but his violent response would quickly quiet their protest.

Manasseh is so against the ways of the LORD and the previous kings of Judah, that he doesn’t even get buried in the kings 
tombs as we often read in previous chapters.  He was buried in the garden of his own house, in the garden of Uzzah.  The 
ESV Study Bible observes the following:

“Manasseh’s burial site lay outside the “city of David” (i.e., the original settled area of Jerusalem on the 
southern hill) that is noted as the resting place of preceding kings (e.g., Ahaz in 16:20). The garden of Uzza 
was perhaps an enclosure on the Temple Mount dedicated to the Arabian goddess al-Uzza, who was identified with 
Venus (notice Manasseh’s worship of astral deities in 21:3), or an enclosure at the southern end of the Kidron 
Valley, just outside the city walls, where there was a “king’s garden” (25:4; Neh. 3:15)....(these) eastern slopes 
of the Kidron Valley were associated with idolatrous worship (1 Kings 11:7). (ESV Study Bible, 2 Kings 21:17-18)

2 Kings 21:19-26 - The Reign Of Amon

Like father, like son.  Amon continues the practices of Manasseh.

Notice how chaotic life in Judah is without the LORD.  Amon’s own servants conspired against him and assassinate him.  
It's not clear that they rebelled against the king out of zeal for the LORD, but clearly Amon’s kingdom was short-lived. 
Then the people of the land kill the people who kills Amon.  Evil leads to evil which leads to evil which leads to evil.  
The cycle continues. Amon gets buried next to his father in the garden grave.  Manasseh rules for 55 years, Amon rules 
for 2.
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This leads us to a good point about life with God and life without God.  It is true that non-believers appear at times to live a 
“good” life.  Christians often deal with trouble and challenges, and we can sing the verse of “Farther Along” from the depths of our 
heart:

“Tempted and tried we're oft made to wonder
Why it should be thus all the day long
While there are others living about us
Never molested tho in the wrong” (“Farther Along”, by Jesse Randal Baxter Jr, W. B. Stevens)

That being said, look at what life is like in Judah during the reigns of Manasseh/Amon compared to Hezekiah.  You see, Hezekiah was 
did not live a “trouble-free” life because he loved the LORD.  Let’s not forget his sickness nor the siege of Jerusalem for example.  
But Hezekiah had something that the evil kings did not.

Look again at the reign of Manasseh.  We read of no military enemy or physical challenges, but innocent blood filled the streets.  His 
babies died by deliberate burning as a sacrifice to a statue.  His son Amon will be assassinated by his own servants who will then be 
killed by other citizens. 

Which life do you want?  You see, what Hezekiah had was something that transcended the circumstances of his day or his medical 
diagnosis.  He had the LORD, and with that came peace, courage, and hope. 

Our lives are no different, though the context has changed.  We don’t have Assyrian generals yelling in our face, but we have 
enemies and spiritual battles.  But if we have the LORD, we have peace, courage, and hope.  And most notably in as we conclude this 
record, a lack of chaos.  Manasseh’s reign was marked by trouble, chaos, conviction, a troubled conscience and the like.  Amon the 
same.  Hezekiah’s was not.

Hezekiah didn’t have the prophets pronouncing judgment upon his actions as Manasseh did.  Hezekiah had the word of the LORD to 
comfort and guide.  Hezekiah didn’t have enemies in his nation out to get him as Amon did, he had unity in his family/kingdom, even 
when threatened by outside foes.

I think this is a good reminder for us.  We may not have perfect lives, but we have so much to be thankful for.  We have to remember, 
look at and live in that truth.  Our eyes cannot be on the circumstances around us, they must be on the LORD.  We can’t envy the 
world around us, we must recognize how privileged we are to no longer live in that state.

Manasseh’s evil may have thrived for a long time, but in the end, God’s justice has the final word.

The world may appear to be happy now, while we at times, mourn, but don’t forget the final verse of “Farther Along”.  We get to sing 
this now and live it on that great day:

When we see Jesus coming in glory
When He comes from His home in the sky
Then we shall meet Him in that bright mansion
We'll understand it all by and by

Sounds like a good deal to me.
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